


Don Canham:
The Man...The Legend

“Don Canham, perhaps the brightest mind

in intercollegiate athletics....” The words first came across
either a television screen or a piece of Associated Press
copy—I| don't recall now when | first said or wrote them—but
precious little has changed since.

Of course, the “perhaps” part of it was rightfully deleted long ago, and
the term itself became axiomatic. Just who, before or since, has had
the vision, the intelligence, the courage and the presence of command?
Don't struggle trying to come up with a name. There isn't one.

T used the term for eons on local and on national television, in books and
articles, in speeches across the country and face-to-face, when frequently we'd
meet. Don sort of came to expect it, almost as he would, “how are you?” He
was a rollicking type-A personality with a carefully controlled ego but I think
he enjoyed the description with which I saddled him. He may have even
believed it.

And he had every right to! The day of the surprise announcement that the
youthful track coach at the University of Michigan had been tabbed to succeed
the legendary H. O. (Fritz) Crisler as director of athletics at the University of
Michigan, I had the unique privilege of informing the world of the event. We
timed it during the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships at Detroit's
Cobo Arena and I was part of the ABC Sports team covering the event live.

I even prompted Canham on what to say. He said that following Crisler was a
monumental assignment and left him without adequate words to utter. “Just
tell this national audience that you feel like the guy who followed Babe Ruth in
the New York Yankee lineup” was my advice. The words came out crisply from
the tanned face with the crooked smile and for years afterward Don Canham
would remark how frequently someone remembered verbatim what he'd said

that day.

Years ago Michigan Stadium was nearly as empty as filled on some fall Satur-
days and stadia across the country were a sea of concrete. Professional football
had selected a youthful, bright and aggressive commissioner in Alvin (Pete)
Rozelle. He hustled corporate America, network television, built his game
and won over legions of fans. Meantime, college football sat on its hands and
complained. Nearly everyone save Don Canham.

“Quit griping, go to work and start emulating,” Canham urged. “We've losta
generation of fans.”

The fans are back in droves and their children and grandchildren are waiting in
line to purchase season tickets.

In the sidebar to the right you'll read about the Don Canham Fellows Program.
It is one I'm proud to be associated with and one that gives each of us an op-
portunity to pay tribute to an extraordinarily great and good man.

Dave Diles for many years was sports director of WXZ-TV (Channel 7) and
WXYZ Radio, served more than 20 years as a member of the ABC Sports
broadcast team and is the author of eight books.

Dave Diles (left) with Ron Kramer, AB '57, LSA,
(right), co-chairs, Canham Fellows Program campaign.

Kinesiology Launches Canham Fellows Program

Don Canham is frequently credited for launching U-M Kine-
siology’s sport management program by initiating the sports
marketing clinics for fellow collegiate athletic administrators
in the mid-1970s. Since the Sport Management program'’s
inception in 1985, scores of U-M alumni earned bachelor’s
degrees and have gone on to top sports organizations at
collegiate and professional levels as well as businesses that
rely on sport and physical activity as a key to their business
strategy.

Today the sport industry, including marketing and sponsor-
ship sales, is a business enterprise that exceed $216 million;
greater than the American tourism industry and equivalent to
the total GDP of some European countries. As a result, there
is a growing demand for quality graduates at the master’s
degree level that is simply not being met.

With the Canham Fellows Program U-M Kinesiology will
attract the best master’s degree candidates in sport manage-
ment to the University of Michigan. They will not only study
the management of sports enterprises, but also how can
organizations integrate or use sport and sports teams info
their business strategy.

The goal is to generate a $3 million endowment that will
help entice and support the top ten master’s degree students
in Sport Management. Each Canham Fellow will receive a
$15,000 stipend, an equivalent to a full-year’s tuition for an
in-state graduate student.

Individuals and organizations making commitments of
$2,500 or more (payable over five years or through an
appropriate planned gift) will be recognized by U-M
Kinesiology in Observatory Lodge. For more information,
contact James Mclntyre, Director of Development,
(734) 615-4272, mjmcinty@umich.edu.
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The Kinesiology Alumni Board hosted an
alumni gathering over Memorial Day week-
end at a Toledo MudHens baseball game.
Alumni gathered at 5th3rd Field for a special
evening that included a pregame dinner in
the Roost, private tours of the facility by
Kinesiology’s own Scott Jeffer ('93) Mud-
Hens assistant general manager and the
MudHens game against the Louisville Bats.
After the game, all the kids got to run the
bases and everyone enjoyed the fireworks!
Look for this event again in 2009. If you have
any questions, call the Kinesiology Office of
Development at (734) 647-2689.

€] Jay and Chris Miles (80) and their two boys Aaron
and Keegan take in all the front row game action.

@) Team mascot Muddy with the Ebach kids: Connor,
Madelyn and Cassidy.

9 Isabella Cimmino (Daughter of Noel Cimmino,
'94) enjoys the game with her grandmother
Ellen Cimmino.

9 Patricia Bubel ('56), Lorri Sipes, Maggie Hostetler,
Sally Scaden and Kate O’Brien represent
Ann Arbor well at 5th3rd Field.

(i) (Leftto right) Judy and Bill Canning ('73) enjoy
the game with their daughter Michelle.

@ Lisa and Scott Jeffer ('94) with their daughter
Grace were wonderful hosts for everyone.

) Connor, Madelyn and Cassidy Ebach enjoy the
game and the food!

0 Rick Ebach and KAS Board President Patty
Donohue Ebach ('85) take a moment to pause
for a photo outside the stadium.

Save the Date!

Saturday, May 30, 2009 is the
next MudHens/KIN game!
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